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" Ranch sorting is emerging as a popular and
‘Sordable blend of long-time cowboy skills
with cowhorse action. Historically, sorting was
2n important task frequentiy done at ranches
‘across the West “Sorting” simply means se

1¢ sorting took place onthe
open range where calves were aeparated for)

hat just about any & of any age and level of
' riding experience can compete and have fun

without pressure and at a reasonable cost. As

a further incentive to getting people involved

in ranch sorting, the first year of membership

in RSNC is frec. Additionally, each year they
bring 2 new member they are given another
free year membership,
The ranch sorting is conducted in a pen
containing two pens that are about 50 feet
in diameter and are configured in a figure 8
manner thh a 12 to 16 foot opening between

2SMNC President, Dave Wolfe, and the Muarketing Director, Don Goddard, promoting RSNC of one of
the many shows across the United States.




- properly sorts the most cows within the time
Emic

The judging of ranch sorting is simply
&=cping track of the numerical order the cows
2= sorted, announcing the designated cow to
5e Srst sorted and keeping time. Unlike many
wcher equestrian events there are no subjective
Secisions by judges that often lead to suspicions
of zvoritism or unfairness. The judging of
sorting is objective, fair and unbiased. ¢

A popular part of ranch sorting is the level
playing field created by the way ranch sorting
| competitors are rated based on their ability
I=vel Beginners are Number 1, Rookies are
mumber 2, Novices are numbers 3 and 4, Ama-
geurs are numbers 5 and 6, with numbers 7, 8
2nd 9 being Open or Professionals. This rating
. system is based on statistical performance and
. mot on opinion or any other criteria. There is
- 2 handicapping system available so that riders
of various ratings can pair up and compete as

a team.

Ranch sorting is truly a sport that can be
enjoyed by riders of any age and level of riding
skill. Commonly, entire families compete in
a friendly and supportive atmosphere. There
are no special types of horses, tack or attire
required to compete in sorting. Both cash
prizes and merchandise are awarded to success-

ful sorters. The organizers of RSNC were very

aware of the need to keep the event affordable
so that high entry fees and cattle costs would -
not prevent participation. They have been
very successful in keeping the cost of compet-
ing down while offering contestants a quality
event. As RSNC President, Dave Wolfe said
in a recent interview, “It’s so easy anyone who
can throw a leg over a horse an have fun and
compete. This is the only equine sport in the
nation that allows everyone in the family to
compete, win and get the recognition and re-
wards that in most equine sports only the very

top competitors receive.”

The sport of ranch sorting is growing in
popularity and is approaching the goal of the
RSNC founders in making it the number 1
equine sport. Evidence of the event’s success
was the 2011 RSNC National Finals held this
past summer in Ardmore, Oklahoma, where
4,000 teams competed for the National Finals
Championship title and over $400,000 in cash
and prizes. In addition to being fun and af-
fordable, sorting can be profitable!

By blending the history of sorting cattle on
ranches with the action and thrill of competi-
tion the RSNC is well on its way to achieving
it goal of becoming the #1 family equine sport
that can be enjoyed by all ages.




